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THOUGHTS, &c. 


8 O long as the ſituation of affairs 
was ſuch that the nature of our So- 
vereign's indiſpoſition could remain 
(in a certain degree, at leaſt) ſecret, 
decency, and a well-founded reſ- 
pect to one whole government has 
been mild, equal, and unoppreſſive, 
checked every wiſh of entering in- 
to a ſubje& fo painful, ſo delicate. 
That period is over. The great 
council of the nation have expreſſed 


them- 


= Ws 
themſelves with becoming openneſs 
on this ſolemn ſubject, and we are 
unequivocally told, that unleſs ſome 
happy change takes place within the 
next fortnight, „it will then be 


«© neceſſary to proceed to buſineſs 


ce of the higheſt importance.” 


This explicit declaration, un- 
doubtedly ſets at liberty the tongues 
and pens of his Majeſty's beſt af- 
fected and moſt reſpectful ſubjects. 
It encourages them to reaſon on 
this © important buſineſs.” A bu- 
fineſs indeed, ſo very important, 
that it almoſt renders criminal that 
man, who-conceiving himſelf in ſome 


degree 
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degree able to warn his countrymen 


of any approaching and imminent 


danger, and that danger, connect- 
ed with the preſent awful criſis of 


affairs, ſhould remain ſilent. 


Had I at my command every 
flower, which a thorough acquain- 
tance with rhetoric could produce, 
I would uſe none. Conciſe, and 
clear, I will try to be, but without 


aiming at ornament. 


The preſent Miniſter poſſeſſes the 
affections of the reſpectable part 


of the nation, beyond what can, 


perhaps, be remembered. Many 
| fortunate 
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fortunate circumſtances, beſides his 


oreat perſonal merit, have concurred 
to bring this about. Conjunctures 
have happened in Europe, of which 
Bis ſagacity has taken the advantage. 
Improvements have been made in 


commerce, which he has judiciouſ- 


ly ſupported, at the ſame time that 


he has ſo ſeverely checked, and, in 
ſome caſes, almoſt annihilated the 
lawleſs proceedings of the ſmug- 
gler. Great Britain, which, when 
he took the reins, ſeemed to be 
rapidly declining in her import- 
ance, now, by his happy mix- 
ture of firmneſs and moderation, 
has fully regained that rank among 
nations to which her ſituation, and 
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the elaſtic ſpirit of her natives, had 


given her a well-grounded claim. 
But I mean not to write a panegy- 
ric on Mr. Pitt; I was betrayed in- 
to the ſubject inſenſibly; I only 
meant to introduce this ſentiment, 
that the loſs of ſuch a Miniſter will 
be felt moſt ſeverely by the nation. 
The monied people, whoſe influ- 
ence in the ſtate is tremendouſly 
great, look up to him, alone, for 
the leſſening of the national debt, 
and for the ſecurity of the funds. 
The landholders think their proper- 
ty ſafe under the guidance of his 
economy. In ſhort, we all, or at 
leaſt a great majority of us, with to 


3 preſerve 


„ 
preſerve him as our Pilot. But if 
the new Commander be averſe to 
him, and be connected by ties of 
friendſhip, and even gratitude for 


good offic es, to his inveterate an- 


Then, how ſhall we 


tagoni 


preſerve the command of the helm 


to our beloved, dependable ſteerſ- 
man ? 


How we can do it, I can not ſay, 


but I am certain I can ſay, how we 


can not do it, and that is, by ap- 


pointing a Council of Regency, or 
any other ſhackle (for I can call 
it by no other name) to interfere 


with the Regent, or to counteract 
him 
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him in the exerciſe of that power to 
which his birth, his age, and his 
abilities give him an undoubted 
right. 

The only chance which the na- 
tion ſeems to have for the preſerva- 
tion of its favorite Miniſter, in the 
preſent caſe, ſeems to be, an impli- 
cit truſt in the filial affection and 
delicacy, and in the acknowledged 
good ſenſe of the Prince of Wales. 
— The firſt will make him tender 
of removing any fayored ſervant of 
his father—the laft will make him 
cautious of diſguſting the majority 
of a ſenate and of a nation, and of 
depriving himſelf of a Minifter, 

B 2 whoſe 
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whoſe influence with both houſes 


of Parliament is able to ſmooth the 
rugged roads of government, for 
the wheels of a new director“. 


| But 


* And here it may not be out of place to men- 
tion an anecdote, genuine, but very little known, 
which fell out about the year 1727.—George the 
Firſt had been much attached to the Duke of 
Newcaſtle, who had indeed fignalized his zeal, 
in perilous times, for the Brunſwick family ; but 
who had not the art to conciliate to himſelf the 
favor of the then Prince of Wales. So very 
averſe, indeed, were the Prince's diſpoſitions to- 
wards him, that he publicly inſulted the Duke 
at a court ball; as was teſtified by a ballad of 
thoſe times: — 

** He trod on the toe 
* Of a gallant young beau, 


* And made him ſo lame that he ſcarcely could 


go. 


At 
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But to ſtrengthen my argument, 


let us take it the other way, and 
ſuppoſe that a Council, a permanent 
one, be appointed to rule with the 
Regent, to preſerve all the Miniſ- 
try in their places, and to prevent 
any innovations whatever. The 


very appointment of ſuch a Coun- 


At length George I. died, and it was univerſally 
imagined that the Duke and his friends (among 
whom was Sir R. Walpole) would be expelled 
ſrom their places and from court. But, zout 


* au contraire;” George the Second ſavoured the 
ſweets of a full treaſury, a quiet parhament, and 
a contented people, dropt his reſentment, and 
permitted the Duke of Newcaſtle to continue, 


with his friends, in the full exerciſe of miniſte- 
rial power. 


cil 
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cil ſhews a galling diſtruſt of the 


Regent, 'and of. courfe relieves him 
from every reſtraint of delicacy 
which might otherwiſe operate on 
him. And how long will this 
&« Permanent*” Council exiſt ? On- 


ly 


* Thoſe who are acquainted with the hiſtory 
of Ruſſia, will find an excellent precedent of a 


Permanent Council in the beginning of the reign 


of the empreſs Anne, about the year 1728. 

To the above example let us add that of the 
Regency and Council appointed by Louis the 
XIVth of France. Every meaſure was there 
laid with the greateſt apparent ſagacity, and each 
was ſupported by the authority, laſt will, and 
teſtament of a prince adored by his ſubjects, and 


dreaded by all Europe. 


Exitus ergo quis eſt? O Gloria! J uv. 
The 
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ly until a majority in Parliament 
could be brought to undo it, That 
is to ſay, only until that diviſion of 


* 


men, who know no other comman- 
der but their own intereſt, can be 
brought to open their eyes (if they 
have not already done it, which is, 
with me, a doubt) and ſee that by 
adhering to the riſing Sun, they are 


The will was hardly ſooner read than ſet at 
nought. The neareſt Prince of the blood aſ- 
ſerted his claim to the Regency, the unfettered 
Regency. The feelings and good ſenſe of the 
nation ſupported and gave ſucceſs to his demand. 
The opponents were diſgracefully battled, and 
the weak efforts of their hot-headed partizans 


puniſhed with impriſonment and exile. 


like 
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like to gain more, than by ſupport- 


ing a ſinking Miniſter. 


I honour the preſent Parliament, 
and believe them to have more vir- 
tue, and more public ſpirit, than 
falls uſually to the ſhare of ſuch 
aſſemblies. Yet I ſhould deſerve to 
be laughed at if I denied that there 


were /uch a deſcription of men in 


the Houſe, and he that can doubt 
the quickneſs of their deſertion from 
the ſtandard of a Miniſter, not only 
ill at Court, but even forced upon 


the Regent, muſt be a great ſcep- 
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But it we put the caſe till 
ſtronger, and ſuppoſe that the Mi- 
niſter could maintain his poſt and 
authority, in ſpite of the avowed 
ill-will of the Regent; even then, 
in how awkward a ſituation muſt 
the nation be! With what ſpirit 
could any firm or deciſive meaſures 
be carried on, when the executive 
power militated againſt itſelf? Sup- 
poſe a war neceſſary, how would 
any Miniſter preſume to ſend forth 
fleets and armies, to levy taxes, or 
borrow money, while at variance 
with the Regent? The ſuppoſition is 
utter nonſenſe, and I begin to blame 
myſelf for having liſtened one mo- 


ment to thoſe who have named ſo ab- 
C ſurd 


18 ) 


( 
ſurd a plan to me, as having been 
talked of by the Miniſter's friends, 
A Regency, in which the Regent 
is anſwerable for nothing, but is 
kept in a perpetual ſtate of con- 
troverſy by the conſtant oppoſition 
of a ſuperior ſet of Regents, is a 
form of government only fit for 
Pandemonium. It can indeed but 
be founded on the drunken thought 
of the ſailor in Dryden's Tempeſt. 


* Know then, that to prevent 


the further effuſion of Chriſtian 


c blood, we are all content that 
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Ventoſo fhall be Vice-roy, upon 


6 condition that I may be Vice-roy 


« over him.” 
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IN recapitulating the reaſons 
why one may preſume that the P. 
of W. if totally unreſtrained, would 
not make any change in the Miniſtry, 
the author omitted one, which ap- 
pears to him unanſwerable, altho' 
he thinks it will be ſneered at by 
warm party men on the miniſterial 
fide, viz. the honor, ſenſe, and de- 
licacy of the leaders of Oppoſition. 
Although he wiſhes never to ſee 
Mr. Fox Miniſter of this country, 
he nevertheleſs looks on him, and 
moſt of his friends, as men of ſenſe, 
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and quick feelings of honor. As 


ſuch, can it be ſuppoſed that any 
one among them will degrade him- 
ſelf ſo far as to accept of a place, fo 
circumſtanced, that it the Royal 
Superior ſhould, according to the 


ardent wiſhes of his people, recover 


his underſtanding, the intruder 


would be obliged to retire in a 
manner more humiliating than has 
ever before happened to any ſervant 


of any Crown whatſoever ? 
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SINCE the foregoing thoughts 
were written down, a ftrong and 
pleaſing rumor of his Majeſty's re- 
turning reaſon, gains ground. May 


Heaven grant that this happy report 


be confirmed ! Should it be fo, it 


adds infinite ſtrength to each argu- 
ment for not confining the Regent 
in irkſome bands. Can it be thought 
poſſible that, while there is a proſ- 
pect of the King's recovery, his ſon 
would think of diſplacing his fa- 
ther's choſen ſervants? Can it be 


thought that a Cavendiſh, a Ben- 
| tinck, 
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tinck, a Fox, or a Burke, would 


be made the means of diſplacing 
ſuch ſervants, to gain ſuch preca- 


rious eminence ? 


Then why uſeleſsly irritate the 
feelings of a high-ſpirited Prince, 
and probably create in him a de- 
cided averſion to that man, by whoſe 
advice, and to preſerve whoſe au- 
thority, he will believe ſuch mea- 


ſures are taken ? 


Fuſt publiſhed by T. HOOKTIAM, New Bond-firect. 
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